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the land breeze comes off from the shore and forces its
way out to sea. Dampier's words about the sea breeze
are : * It conies in a fine, small., black curie upon the
water, whereas all the sea between it and the shore not-
reached by it is as smooth and even as glass in com-
parison ; in half an hour's time after it has reached the
shore it fans pretty briskly and so increaseth gradually
till 12 o'clock; then it is commonly strongest, and lasts
so till 2 or 3, a very brisk gale.3

Mr. Laughton, who has devoted much attention to
these winds, speaks of the land breeze ' as coming off
in sharp, sometimes dangerous squalls ... it very
decidedly begins from the land, and forces its way out
to seaward: lying becalmed in a roadstead, the first
intimation of it is, commonly enough, the smell of the
land, pleasant or the reverse, as the case may be, and
the breeze in noticeable strength follows almost imme-
diately.5

The same author also points out that the phenome-
non is not as strongly developed on arid sandy coasts as
on shores which are cultivated and covered with vege-
tation. The south coast of Jamaica is one of the dis-
tricts where the sea breeze is most strongly marked,
and that island is well covered with vegetation.

However, it has been already explained (p. 242) that
the heating of the atmospheric column throughout its
whole height does not depend merely on the tempera-
ture of the surface on which it rests, and that probably
the effective heating over the sea is greater than over
the land. Mr. Blanford has applied the principles of
general atmospheric circulation, to which I have alluded,
to interpret the land and sea breeze alternation.1 His
1 Vade Mecum, Part II., p. 70.